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ON THE COVER A Concord house by Hutker Architects. Photograph by Michael J. Lee.
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Jill Neubauer Architects designs a glassy abode _,
that puts all eyes on the surrounding landscape. S é

BY RACHEL KASHDAN — PHOTOGRAPHS BY JANE MESSINGER — STYLING BY CO-HRTNEY GOODRICH
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he neutral-hued living
area encompasses a
B&B ltalia sofa and
irs, as well as a
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AFTER YEARS OF WAKING UP

at the crack of dawn, trek-
king down to the Cape from
their home in Dover, and
then cleaning up in public
restrooms after a day of
lounging in the sand, this
couple decided it was time
to have their own place by
the sea. They wanted to
build new, and began their
hunt for a beachfront prop-
erty that would serve as a
peaceful weekend retreat
from their demanding

careers as lawyers. That
search stretched on for a
little over a decade until
they came upon a gem in
Brewster. To the north of
the property was Paines
Creek Beach, a low-traffic
shoreline known for its jaw-
dropping sunsets over Cape
Cod Bay. To the south: a
small pond surrounded

by marshland. “It was an
incredibly special site for
the view and the privacy,”
the husband explains. “I




said to my wife, ‘We’ve got
to nail this down today.”
When architect Jill
Neubauer—whom the pair
called upon to design their
coastal oasis—first visited
the site, she instantly rec-
ognized how remarkable it
was. “It’s a very beautiful,
colorful, changing land-
scape,” she says. How-
ever, the property came
with a challenge: Due to
natural-resource regula-
tions imposed by Brewster’s

THIS PAGE

“l don't like staircases
because | don't think
[they're] particu-

larly pretty,” says the
husband, who originally
suggested they hide the
stairs. Due to

plan, ho

them awa

done.

Conservation Commis-
sion, the footprint of the
new home would have to
fall within the outline of
the site’s existing house
and driveway.

So the architect began
brainstorming, ultimately
coming up with plans for a
rectangular, 3,556-square-
foot structure. To create
an additional living space
without expanding out of
bounds, Neubauer also
designed a new two-story

OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE
FROM TOP

carport for the driveway,
envisioning its second
floor as a 484-square-foot
TV room connected to the
main house by a suspended
bridge. As for interiors, the
team—which included for-
mer Montage designer Lau-
ren Hamilton—would honor
the couple’s wish for a mini-
malist home that showcased
the beachy property.

That ethos permeates
every corner of the finished
house, which reads like a
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love letter to the ocean-
front locale. The main
entrance opens to a com-
bined kitchen, living, and
dining room, filled with
natural light. Here, the
kitchen’s green-gray quartz-
ite backsplash and coun-
tertops evoke the colors
of the surrounding beach
and marshland, while fur-
nishings including simple
cabinetry and Scavolini
barstools keep the focus

BOSTON HOME

on the scenery. The team’s
finish selections help, too.
The walls, trim, and ceiling:
all white. The floors: white
oak. And on the north and
south sides of the living
area, Neubauer incorpo-
rated 9-foot-tall glass pan-
els, two of which slide open
to a beach-facing terrace.
“It was all about not hav-
ing anything in the house
that said, ‘Oh, look at me,”
Neubauer explains. “[The

priority was] the landscape.”
The pared-down trend
continues on the second
floor, accessed by a white-
oak staircase near the front
door. At the top of the
stairs, a door on the left
leads to the bridge that con-
nects the house to the car-
port, where the second-floor
TV room doubles as a guest
bedroom. To provide a sense
of shelter and coziness,
the space features fewer




OPPOSITE

gte deck off the To ensure privacy in the

er bedroom over- beach-facing master

s Cape Cod Bay. bathroom without
5§ compromising views,
o-ceiling windows Neubauer brought in a
om'’s other side piece of cutting-edge
rshland vistas. technology: “smart

glass” windows, which
utilize an ionized, elec-
trically charged film.
Simply flip a switch, and
the film appears from
shoulder-height down-
ward, creating a frosted
effect on the glass.

OR SECOND FLOOR
1TV ROOM

2 MASTER BEDROOM
3 MASTER CLOSET

4 MASTER BATHROOM

D PORCH

REA

REA 5HALL
6 KITCHEN 6 DEN
7 POWDER ROOM 7 GUEST BATHROOM
8 MUDROOM 8 OFFICE
9 OUTDOOR SHOWER
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ARCHITECT CONTRACTOR INTERIOR DESIGNER/FURNISHINGS
JILL NEUBAUER ARCHITECTS CAPE ASSOCIATES MONTAGE

THIS PAGE, FROM LEFT OPPOSITE

Glass expanses show- The house’s gabled
case the surrounding roof and classic,
property. shingled exterior help

the modern structure
The rinsing station harmoniously settle
couldn'’t sit outside into its Cape Cod
of the house due to locale.
permitting restrictions;
instead, Neubauer
designed a shingled
outdoor shower within
the home’s footprint,
adding doors to the
yard and the mudroom
on either side.
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
BERNICE WAHLER LANDSCAPES

windows than most of the
rooms in the main house. It
also takes a step back from
the home’s strictly neutral
palette with a navy Paola
Lenti rug and a blue-gray
B&B Italia sofa.

Back across the bridge
to the main house, another
stretch of windows spans
the length of the hallway,
beckoning down toward the
master suite. Like the liv-
ing area below, the space—

the couple’s favorite in the
house—boasts floor-to-
ceiling glass on two sides,
giving the room a float-
ing effect. Off to one side
of the bed, anchored by a
shiplap wall, a private deck
overlooks the beach. On
the other side, two plush
“Ghost” armchairs from
Gervasoni play up the
room’s ethereal aesthetic.
A Michael Carson oil paint-
ing of a pier in California,

which the husband chose
for its muted palette, hangs
above. A perfect match for
the scenery outside, the
painting harks back to the
couple’s original vision—and
the resulting house that
they so love. “[The home]
is at balance with nature
and itself,” Neubauer says.
“It’s peaceful and tranquil,
and the beauty of the land-
scape just settles over the
whole place.”
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